
Children’s Network of Hillsborough’s Second Annual STAR 

Gala was an out-of-this-world success! The sold-out celebration 

on Friday, April 11, 2025, drew supporters, local leaders, and 

child welfare advocates from across the community. Together, 

we enjoyed a stellar evening of fellowship, food, and fun with 

the special purpose of Shining a Light on Child Abuse. 

The proceeds exceeded our original goal, and every dollar 

raised will directly make a difference for our youth. 

Thank you to everyone who attended to celebrate all that 

CNHC has achieved so far – and to look toward an even brighter 

tomorrow for our children and families.

A highlight of our 2025 STAR Gala was the inspiring participation of students from the University 

of South Florida’s PEARLS program. This powerful initiative supports USF students who have lived 

in foster care, guiding them toward a flourishing future. The successes of these young scholars 

provide undeniable proof of the life-changing power of foster care.

PE A R L S  O F  W I S D O M

Foster parents are the cornerstone of our care system, providing safe and loving homes for children 

when they need it most. CNHC was proud to have representatives of our exceptional Hillsborough 

County foster parents at the event, and we were deeply moved by their stories shared in testimonial 

videos. Their unwavering compassion and dedication to changing lives inspired us at the gala, just as 

they inspire us every single day. Several PEARLS members graced the gala and shared their moving 

stories of transformation. The successes of these young scholars provide undeniable proof of the 

life-changing power of foster care.

CEL EB R AT I N G  F OS T ER  PA R EN T S

Our second annual STAR of the Year award was bestowed upon a truly deserving individual: Julianne 

Holt. Recently retired after decades of dedicated service as Hillsborough County’s Public Defender, 

Julianne is a steadfast champion for children and families in our community and beyond. We are  

deeply grateful to have her as our Board Vice Chair at CNHC and were honored to recognize her as 

our STAR of the Year.

S TA R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

S EE  YO U  AT  S TA R  2 0 2 6
Once again, thank you to everyone who supported our STAR Gala and contributed to  

its  resounding success. As our vital work on behalf of our children and families continues, we 

eagerly anticipate our next dazzling event on April 17, 2026! 

—  A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K  YO U  T O  O U R  2 0 2 5  S TA R  G A L A  S P O N S O R S  —

TA B L E  S P O N S O R S

Camelot Community Care • ColorFast Printing • Emotional Vaccines • Horus • JLL 
Julianne Holt • Lorenzo & Lorenzo • LSF • Mindshare Technology • Monarch Development 

Phoenix Counseling Services • Phoenix House • Safe & Sound Hillsborough
Sharpe Roofing • Thompson • USF Health Pediatrics • Sunshine Health • VaCay Tampa Bay


